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Dear  Examining Authority 

APPLICATION BY NATIONAL HIGHWAYS FOR AN ORDER GRANTING DEVELOPMENT CONSENT 

FOR A428 BLACK CAT TO CAXTON GIBBET IMPROVEMENTS  

DAVISON & COMPANY (GREAT BARFORD) LTD - INTERESTED PARTY: 20028217 

We write further to our Deadline 10 submissions of 17th February 2022 with an update on the status of the 

negotiations with the Applicant since the conclusion of the Examination and request you accept this 

additional submission at your discretion. 

The Examining Authority (ExA) is aware of Davison & Co’s primary concerns expressed during the 

Examination, about the (a) significant risk that the DCO scheme poses to the potential for a strategic 

employment development with substantial public benefits to be delivered on their land at Caxton Gibbet and 

(b) the adequacy and timeliness of engagement by the Applicant to a negotiated solution on the key 

outstanding issues. By the conclusion of the Examination, two significant issues remained in negotiations as 

follows: 

 
1. The need to complete lease agreements for the Borrow-pit land (Plot 14/16a) and for the proposed 

construction compound (Plots 15/6a and 15/6b) (‘Leases’). 
 

2. Agreeing reasonable land rights to mitigate the risk that compulsory purchase of Davison & Co’s land 
abutting the existing adopted highway will adversely affect the proposed employment development.   

Update on progress since Examination closed 

At Compulsory Acquisition Hearing 2 in December 2021, the ExA expressly requested the Applicant to agree 

a programme of engagement with Davison & Co relative to the Examination timetable. This was duly agreed 

between the parties and submitted to the Examination by the Applicant. The programme of engagement 

scheduled a meeting between the parties for the week commencing 24th January 2022, and conclusion of 

agreements by 15th February. On 17th January 2022 the ExA also expressly requested the Applicant “to 

ensure that every effort is made to maximise the remaining time available during the Examination to 

progress, and where possible conclude negotiations”. 

Subsequently Davison & Co have regularly chased the Applicant seeking to arrange the meeting scheduled 

for w/c 24th January to seek to resolve the Access and Rights issue. Davison & Co have also proposed for 

the Applicant’s consideration several ways in which we consider the Access and Rights issue may be 
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